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# #4680911522 : MAJOR LITERATURE AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEY WORD: WOMAN/ MOTHERHOOD/ THAI NOVELS/ 1967-2003
PORNTADA SUVATTANAVANICH :WOMAN AND MOTHERHOOD IN THAI NOVELS,1967-2003. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN, 226 pp.

This thesis aims to study women and motherhood in Thai novels between 1967-2004 through an analysis of
diverse concepts of motherhood presented in Thai novels in connection with gender, class and social status.

The main concepts of motherhood are divided into two groups: the conventional concept which explores
the meaning and significance of motherhood in Thai culture and society, i.e. the idea of the mother in Theravada
Buddhism and the mother in Thai society and culture, the love of the mother and motherly instincts; and secondly the
concept of mother from a feminist perspective that explores the negation of motherhood, motherhood vis-a-vis state
authority, and the power of motherhood.

The study on the mother in the context of Thai society finds that it is possible to divide the novels featuring
the mother and motherhood info four phases-- the first phase (1967- 1976) in which the mother during a time of
freedom and liberation, the second phase (1977-1987) in which the mother during a time of woman’s development,
the third phase (1988-1997)in which the mother making demands on the family institution, and the fourth phase
(1997-2003) which embraces the diversity of motherhood. In each of the phases one finds the development of ideas
regarding the mother, social class, gender and social status. The social context which has an impact on
motherhood is that of social development and economic growth, feminist ideas, mother’s day discourse as well as
cultural struggle and the plea for identity. The process of reproduction, negotiating and the continuation of
motherhood is seen clearly in the following areas : the ideal mother as connected to the mother and the nation state,
a change of mothers from different social classes and the negation of motherhood. Finally in terms of the mother and
gender roles one finds the empowerment of women through motherhood.

The study finds that Thai novels present the mother as the highest ideal and question them in such a way
as deemed by their society. The writers of the novels present the problems and question the motherhood by
presenting the conflict between the concept of a good mother and the woman as an ideal person. The novel is
responsible in continuing, negotiating and reproducing motherhood as a social ideology that can be altered

according to each social context.
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