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This thesis is aimed at studying the development of female characterization in Oe Kenzaburo;s 
literary works from 1957 to 2002. His works can be categorized into 3 periods, the first (1957-1963), the 
middle (1964-1979) and the final (1980-present). 

The female characters in the first period are characterized  either as flat  characters  exploited by 
male characters, or as the _othera in the society    

The female characters in the middle period are characterized as male characters; spiritual power 
and they play more important roles in his works. Oe creates the images of _sistera _girlfrienda and _mothera 
as healing power for male characters, reflecting the fact that the female characterization in this period has 
significantly progressed. 
 The female characters in the final period are characterized as important and central to their families. 
They are depicted as healers to male characters and also create the cycle of nature, in their role as 
_grandmothera, _mothera, _wifea, _sistera, or _daughtera. The progress in this period reflects the fact that the 
female characters have been developed to the highest state. 

The research finds that the influences from Existentialism, Western literary theories, cultural 
anthropological theory  and folklore, including Oe;s own personal experiences, play a very important role in 
his female characterization. The research also analyses Oe;s changing attitude toward women. His literary 
works before 1964, influenced by western theories and written during the early period of his writing career, 
reflect his attempt to create female characters as marginal figures. On the other hand, his literary works after 
1964 when Oe turned attention to ancient myth reflect his unmatched skills in characterizing female 
characters more as the centre of society. This writing philosophy of paying respects to women is 
fundamentally based on the original Japanese beliefs.  
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